
The heart of the NI is 
the scientific paper, 
written at middle 
school level (6-7).

The heart of each 
article is the 
standard scientific 
paper format:

Introduction

Method

Findings

Discussion (or 
Implications)
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Excuse me while I flow my snows

Do what you water

And then there were nun

Hurry up and wait

Can you hear me now?

What you see is not what you get

Generates interest in 
and curiosity about 

the article.
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Supports outreach by showing 
students that they can be 

scientists. Puts a human face 
on science.
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Note: Each 
edition is 
improved 
based on 
feedback 
from 
students and 
educators.
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Preparation to read. Students should be 
given background material so that they 

have some knowledge of the subject 
matter. This helps them to maintain 

their focus and interest (Santa, Havens, 
& Maycumber, 1996).

What is 
one of the 
science 
concepts 
in your 
journal?
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Students need a purpose to read and 
comprehend well. For example, 

giving them background information 
and helping them to understand how 

they will use the information are 
powerful tools for better reading 

(Tovani, 2005).
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What are some 
environmental 
concepts?



Comprehension is 
enhanced if students 

know how a text is 
organized (Coutant &
Perchemlides, 2005).

The principal parts of a 
written research paper 
are presented. These 
include the sections of 
Introduction, Method, 
Findings, and Discussion 
(or Implications).
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Think of a 
newspaper. 
It helps to 
know how it 
is organized.



Students should read with a pencil 
in hand. They should ask and 

answer the familiar questions of 
who, what, when, where, why, and 
how (Coutant & Perchelides, 2005).
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Many if not most 
of these questions 
do not have right 
or wrong answers.

In newer 
editions, 
possible 
answers are 
provided at the 
back of the 
journal.

Reflection 
Sections

Can be used to 
check student 
comprehension
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Find 
examples of 
geography-
related 
items.
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Number 
crunches 
integrate 
math into 
the learning 
process.


